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RECEPTION SEATING/TABLE PLAN
This is going to be one of the hardest things. Both Joe and I have been to weddings and felt like the spare person who
doesn’t know anyone else and so ends up on a table with distant cousins and the mad aunt. We’re keen to make sure
that people don’t feel like that, so we’re going to make sure that people at tables have something in common as much
as possible, and that there’s at least one person who’s good at breaking the ice. We’re also keen to give our families a
chance to meet each other, so as the tables are quite big we want to have people from both families sitting together.
We’ll keep couples together, especially the ones who don’t know many people.

Top Table

CHIEF GROOM’S BRIDE’S BRIDE’S GROOM’S BEST 
BRIDESMAID FATHER MOTHER GROOM BRIDE FATHER MOTHER MAN

Joe’s parents are divorced so this is a bit trickier than usual. We have two choices: keep the top table but with a different
order or have no parents on the top table at all but at tables nearby. We just need to make sure that we’re sensitive
when we discuss it with them. I’ve pasted in a mock up table with the traditional layout on it, so we can pencil in
permutations and be able to change them around easily.

Receiving Line
Mum is really keen on this as it is the best chance for her and Dad to meet all of the guests, if only briefly. It’s a good
point as I’ve had lots of friends saying that the day goes by so quickly that it is surprisingly hard to talk to everyone as
much as you’d like. The traditional order is bride’s Mum then Dad, groom’s Mum then Dad, bride, groom, chief
bridesmaid and other attendants. We may have to tweak that too though to accommodate Joe’s family situation.

Table 1 Table 2

Table 3 Table 4
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RECEPTION SEATING/TABLE PLAN

Readers: Please tell our advertisers you found them in the award winning Wedding Organizer 101

Order of Speeches

1

2

3

4

5

Checklist

■ TABLE PLAN DISPLAY BOARD
■ PLACE CARDS
■ SERVIETTES
■ MENUS
■ BRIDAL FAVOURS
■ DISPOSABLE CAMERAS
■ GUEST BOOK(S)
■ CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY PACKS
■ “WHO’S WHO” BOOKS

Table 5 Table 6

Table 7 Table 8

Table 9 Table 10
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